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CORRESPONDENCE. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Mr. Editor—The many pious frauds and clerical impositions that are 
practised upon the laity of our country have been too long, from false 
delicacy, denied an exposure by the press. People seem to have an idea 
that clergy men are a superior order of beings, and look up to them with 
the most respectful reverence and awe. ‘To speak irreverently of them, 
or call in question their licentiousness, is by many esteemed a matter of 
great impiety. Hence they have acquired that ascendancy, secure from 
attack, which emboldens them in imposition; and they are often guilty 
of the most gross and open licentiousness. 

But there is one species of traffic in particular, in which they are 
deeply engaged, that has ever but too well succeeded. I allude to the 
zeal with which they preach up the necessity of encouraging foreign 
missions; and the smooth tongued oratory they employ to work up the 
feeling of their misguided followers, to draw from them a part of their 
surplus funds to defray the expenses of a Quixotic attempt to Christian- 
ize the heathen—as those people are termed who have fortunately never 
embraced Christianity. This might be more tolerable did they set the 
example themselves, or were it contributed by those who can afford it. 
But such is not the case. It is wrested from the widow and orphan. 
The last shilling is demanded of the hand of honest industry, that has 
been saved from their hard labors to rock the cradle of de clining life, or 
give comfort to the bed of sickness. The man clad in black—fit em- 
blem of his heart—with all the persuasion and craft characteristic of the 
priestly fry, leaves no scheme uaused to promote the cause, and woe to 
him who is so unfortunate as to fall within their meshes! Actuated by 
a spirit rather demoniac than otherwise, a few of the affluent act in con- 
cert with the priests, and, with consciences seared against every throb of 
compunction, succeed in draining the last farthing from the ignorant and 
credulous. 

Among the other ingenious methods that are adopted to wheedle the 
indigent and unsuspecting out of their earnings, to promote this all im- 
portant cause, that of establishing periodicals stands conspicuous. These 
are got up under the auspices of some society, with the avowed object of 
appropriating the net profits to the spread of the gospel; i. e. to glut the 
coffers of the priesthood; and, under the imposing protestation of un- 
wearied “ zeal in the cause of Zion,” meet with ready patronage. One 
of these papers, elated with the success it had met, lately published a let- 
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ter from an agent, as unrivalled in impudence as in nonsense. To show 
the zeal with which he served his master in rifling the poor, he says, 
““When they have been unable to take it individually, | have advised 
them to unite and take it in companies. Some of them have, in their 
anxiety to promote the good cause in which they are engaged, deprived 
themselves of the actual necessaries of life. Precious souls! Of such 
is the kingdom of heaven composed! 

In another of these godly folios, a donation from a ‘‘ wortHy but Poor 
MAN’’ of twenty-five dollars is acknowledged ; stating that the donorhad 
deprived himself and family of shoes six months, besides denying them 
the use of sugar and molasses the same period, to raise the donation. 
‘* What a worthy example of piety! (the editor remarks;) what zeal in 
a good cause! Lovers of the Redeemer, go and do likewise.” Did this 
need any comment, it would be that ‘the donor should be put in the 
house of correction, and he who received the money should be put in the 
stocks.” 

TI was utterly astonished, on looking over the Missionary Herald, a 
monthly publication, devoted to this same “‘ good cause,” at the enormous 
sums that are accumulated and squandered away on these visionary mis- 
sions. The donations received in four months, as reported in the four 
numbers before me, amount to twenty-nine thousand dollars! What an 
unconscionable sum to lavish upon a horde of speculating hypocrites, 
under the pretence of Christianizing the heathen! O ye tract scattering 
gentry !—ye who sally forth to teach the Indian the “‘ narrow way” to the 
gate of your heaven!—ye who are ever crying ‘Remove not the old 
landmark”—when will ye give over your vain endeavors to “‘ pull down 
a religion that has stood the test of ages”—that has been handed down 
to them by their forefathers from time immemorial, to substitute your 
own, which, compared with it, is but of yesterday? Ye, I say, who so 
kindly and charitably assume the task of leading benighted pagans hea- 
venward !—of making them familiar with all the intricacies, arts, and 
mysteries of your profound and sublime religion !—ye who, from disineli- 
nation to the common laborious vocations of life, resort to the method of 
obtaining a livelihood by teaching your “ divine law,” and peddling your 
pious stories in that part of the world that has fortunately never been 
made acquainted with Christianity and its attendant evils !—point out a 
single instance, after the expenditure of all these enormous sums, where- 
in the heathen have been benefited. Tell us that the heathen have 
changed the worship of their 330,000,000 gods, as taught them by their 
fathers, for the worship of your 3 gods; or that their condition is more 
happy at this moment than it was before their soil was impressed by your 
footsteps; that they have advanced in virtue, or are less familiar with 
those crimes—those open violations of morality that marked them as a 
nation! No: rather a contrary result has attended your Christianizing 
scheme. 

But, Mr. Editor, I am trespassing upon your pages. I rejoice, how- 
ever, that a paper is at length established, through the medium of which 
wecan fully and freely express our dissent to these unwarrantable mission- 
ary expeditions, as well as the many other impositions that are got up at 
the instigations of the priesthood. It is to be hoped that the system of 
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sending a band of mercenaries to dupe the ignorant natives of Asia will 
be put down, and that an enlightened and intelligent people will frown 
indignantly upon every attempt to deceive them, and to draw from their 
pockets that which they are in humanity bound to appropriate to those 
who need it at home, to the exclusion of a race of theological speculators, 
seeking nothing at heart but personal aggrandizement. J. M. 


Albany, July, 1327. 


HISTORY OF SAMUEL, 
Continued from page 8. 


Saul and his servant proceed to the city; they meet women and girls 
coming to the fountain for water; they ask if the seer is there; they an- 
swer he is there, but he is just going to sacrifice on the high place; by 
quickening your pace you will find him before he goes to eat, for he has 
invited every body. ‘They go in, and soon find Samuel, who meets them 
on his way to the high place; but God had the day before revealed to 
Samuel the arrival of Saul, by saying, “ Tomorrow I will send you a man 
of Benjamin, whom you will anoint chief of my people.” Samuel having 
looked at Saul, God said to him, “‘ Behold the man!” Saul approached 
Samuel, and asked, ‘‘ Show me where the seer lives?” Samuel replied, 
“T am he; come up with me to the high place; you shall eat with me to- 
day; tomorrow I will send you away, after you have told me all that is 
in your heart. As to the stray asses, take no more trouble; they are 
found But all that there is good or better in Israel, to whom shall it be 
if not to you, and to the house of your father?” Saul, astonished, an- 
swered, “‘Am not I a Benjamite, the least tribe of Israel, and smallest 
family of the tribe? Why do you talk thusto me?”” And Samuel made 
Saul and his servant come into his dining hall, where were about thirty 
guests; and Samuel said to the cook, ‘Give to these two strangers the 
dish which I told you to set apart;” and the cook gave him a whole 
shoulder of mutton. Then, having returned to the city, Samuel talked 
with Saul on the top of the house all night, and at the break of day said 
to him, ‘ Depart;” and as they descended from the city he said to him, 
“Send your servant on before; but you remain behind, and I will show 
you the word of the Lord.” 

What are we to think of all this? Can we believe that it was by acci- 
dent that the asses of Kish disappeared, and that Saul was led to the 
house of Samuel? Let those believe this who have faith in seers, fortune- 
tellers, the gods of the heathen, and a particular providence in finding 
lost asses; but, to those who have not lost or abjured their senses, it is 
clear that all this is a crafty manoeuvre, secretly contrived to attain a par- 
ticular object. We cannot doubt that Samuel, a man so acquainted 
throughout Israel, had already known the person of Saul. He thought 
his character suited to his end; but, to be assured precisely of it, it was 
necessary to talk with him. He could not decently go to see him; he 
must send for him. He says to a devotee, (as men of that cast always 
had them,) “‘ God wishes to prove his servant Kish; go, take away his 
asses, and lead them to such a place.” The man obeys. Behold Saul 

































ar are 
“ ¥2 





lt ere lanes aL a 






ee ae mnee ek 


~ Si cee 





































































































































































$ “ - oe a: e beets ee - 
DE recente re = Ie ee Te o 
pear e aeT emme FOEN 














36 THE CORRESPONDENT. 










seeking them. He does not find them. In such a case, how many 
Swiss, Bavarian, Tyrolese, Breton, Vendean peasants would go to see 
the fortuneteller? But nothing was easier to this divine than to bribe 
people on the route which Saul was to take. It was foreseen by Samuel. 
He projected the sacrifice and the feast after this calculation. The por- 
tion set apart for an absent guest proves it. When he had Saul in his 
house, he employed the evening to sound him in every way: he prepared 
him for his new part; finally, he sends off the servant, and mysteriously, 
without witness, performs the grand, the important ceremony of pouring 
a little oil on his head; {mark well the circumstance; he annoints him 
without witness, in secret, for a public effect;| he kisses him, says the 
text; he tells him, that, from this moment, God has consecrated him un- 
changeable, irremovable king of Israel. 

At this stage of their intimacy, it is evident their confidence was com- 
plete. Saul knew and accepted the propositions and conditions of 
Samuel. He, who had measured the mind of his pupil, in order to sub- 
jugate him more and more, uttered several predictions to be accom- 
plished immediately. “In returning home (says he) you will meet, at 
such a place, two men, who will tell. you, that your father has found his 
asses; further on, you will find three men going to Beitel; they will say 
to you such things; they will make you such a present. Again, at the 
hill of the Philistines, you will find a procession of prophets descending 
from the high place to the sound of the lyres, of drums, of pipes (with 
seven holes,) and of guitars. The spirit of God will seize you; you will 
prophesy with them; you will be changed to another man. When these 
signs shall happen to you, you must do that which you wish. God will 
be with you; you must come and find me at Galgala to sacrifice: I shall 
go down there to offer pacificatory sacrifices; you must wait my arrival 
seven days, and I will let you know what you must do. Saul went, and 
all that Samuel had predicted came to pass.’”” Now what was there 
miraculous here? It was easy for Samuel to organize all these meetings, 
and even to calculate the time and place of the procession of the pro- 
phets—a religious ceremony which had its fixed days and hours. 

What were the prophets and the fellowship of prophets among the 
Jews? Formerly I could not comprehend what those prophets could be, 
forming a line or file of men, naked or almost naked, dancing and sing- 
ing, with hair dishevelled, marching to the sound of instruments, as Da- 
vid did before the ark. I could not reconcile this idea with that which I 
formed of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Nahum, &c., who are described as 
grave men, listening in silence to the whisper of divine truths. Now 
that I know the character of the actors, I see in their conduct the most 
simple solution of the problem. 

In all the mussulmen countries there exist fellowships of devotees, 
who associate for certain practices and ceremonies, which are imposed 
by themselves, or are dictated by their chiefs. Has not the same thing 
taken place in Spain and Italy? Has it not in France, England, Ger- 
many, and in all Christian countries, when religious fanaticism prevailed ? 
If I examine the motives of these voluntary associations, I find several ; 
some natural, derived from the organization of man; others artificial, de- 
rived from the social state. Man, organized as he is, cannot live either 
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solitary, silent, or immovable. ‘The nerves act as necessarily as the blood 
circulates. ‘These nerves are so constituted, that if the fluid of sensibility 
is in superabundance, its discharge and evacuation become as necessary 
as the evacuation of an excess of blood, or of the alimentary secretions. 
Besides, Nature has so willed it, by a singular mechanism, that two hu- 
man beings cannot be in presence of each other without their nervous 
system being reciprocally moved. From these physical bases it results, 
that, in the social state, men have felt the constant desire to communicate 
their ideas, their sensations, and their passions, and to be united accord- 
ing to the laws of sympathy or interest, variable in their application. 

The facility or liberty of these communications and associations forms 
what is called civil and political liberty. Where this liberty exists, regu- 
lated by custom or law, the motion is peaceable and without commotions, 
Where it does not, and men are constrained by force, they are excited to 
overcome or elude the obstacles, and to exhaust their activity and sensibility. 
Then are formed partial associations, and union of factions and sects, 
which end, in general, in the same way, and which are, at bottom, an in- 
struinent of power, sought by individuals as a shelter, and by chiefs as a 
lever. This is the reason that, in despotic states, there are more of those 
associations and brotherhoods which cover themselves with a religious 
mantle to impose on military violence; while,n free states, as in America, 

there exists nothing like them; or those that do exist have uo sensible ef- 
fect. Without doubt, this is the reason why these brotherhoods, these 
pious associations are so full of zeal, of bigotry, of slavery, and of rude- 

ness in the times of ignorance; while amid the progress of light, of the 
sciences, and of civilization, they become less fervent. 

From this statement, the motives of their activity in all mussulmen 
countries are evident. Like the dervises, as if by a natural instinct, men 
unite in brotherhoods around the mosques, in priories, and in the con- 
vents. Sometimes the government favors them as instruments; some- 
times it dreads their resistance, because, if it strikes a member, the whole 
body resents it. It is a company for insuring the safety of persons: and 
what is there different among Christians? How was it with the govern- 
ment of Provence when the king, Rene, instituted the “ procession of fools, 
when there was formed the brotherhood of white penitents, of grey peni- 
tents, &c.? Itis to be remarked, also, that these brotherhoods are espe- 
cially to the taste of southerners, without doubt because their vivacity 
requires to be dissipated in exclamations, in gestures, in spectacles, and 
ceremonies. When I had weighed these considerations, I conceived that 
these institutions could not but exist among the ancient Hebrews, where 
they found ample food. For example, the sacerdotal tribe or cast lived 
im absolute idleness. ‘The number of the functions of the priests being 
limited, all the rest, who lived on the produce of offerings and sacrifices, 
had only to occupy themselves, like the Brahmins and druids, in rites 
and devout practices, which it was their interest to multiply, in order to 
procure gifts from the faithful. From such men must have arisen the 
brotherhoods, the processions, and all that followed. 

Among a people subject to constant anarchy, to unregulated power, to 
the transitory despotism of a single individual, of a single turbulent or 
powerful family; in this state, in which the people were during all the 
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times of the judges, (400 years at least,) the religious brotherhoods must 
have been a shelter; aud, as | have already said, a company oi insurance 
against the violeace aud brutaiities ot which the book of Judges otiers 
such shocking examples. Finally, in the time of Samuel, when this in- 
dividual, weak at first, began to aspire to power, and then when he had 
arrived at it, these brotherhoods ofiered him a means of supporting his 
advancement, of strengthening and extending his fame; and it was so 
much the more necessary to cultivate this meais, that he was an intruder 
into the priesthood, and an usurper with respect to the family of Eli. 
He had an opposition party, of which we shall soon see the proofs, among 
the high families, whose vanity he wounded, and among the priests, who 
ought to have known how much to trust to-his visions. From this | de- 
duce, that the procession of prophets, singing and dancing like the der- 
vises, Whom Samuel in taking leave of Saul informed him he would meet, 
must have been well known to him in their movements; must have been 
formed of his friends, of his devotees, as an anecdote afterwards indicates; 
for the historian tells us, that when king Saul wished to slay David, who 
had tled to Samuel in the canton of Naioth, his armed emissaries found 
a brotherhood of prophets in the act of prophesying, and Samuel, stand- 
ing up, presiding over them. 

“As to what the historian adds, “that these emissaries were seized with 
the spirit of the Lord, and prophesied also; that the same thing happen- 
ed to two other companies seut by Saul; finally, that the king himself, 
having arrived in a passion, was seized with a divine spirit, and went to 
prophesying before Samuel, after having taken off his clothes to remain 
naked for a day and night ;” these strange things might seem incredible 
to men of cool deliberation, as our people in the north and west. I at 
first rejected them as not proved; and in fact they required more evi- 
dence. Now that I know the contrary, I admit them as probable, for 
several natural reasons: First, | remark that David, during the time that 
he lived with Saul, made himself many friends. Among others was Jo- 
nathan, son of the king, who sacrificed himself for him. This disposi- 
tion might induce many emissaries to seek motives to elude the order; 
others might be influenced by the religious ascendancy which Samuel had 
acquired over their minds, and among others over that of their prince ; 
finally, all, and especially ‘Saul, were mastered by this mechanism of the 
nervous system, by this animal magnetism, which even now exercises fre- 
quent examples of these phenomena. Observe what passes always, when 
men assemble for the purpose of expressing a common sentiment: their 
looks, their cries, their gestures electrize them more and more every mo- 
ment; and, by the little that a word adds to their ideas, their minds are 
raised even to madness, See what happens at a tragedy, or at the best 
plays. If the house is thin, the spectators are moved but feebly ; while, 
if it is full, they are gradually exalted to enthusiasm. See, also, what 
takes place at the churches of the zealous puritans and methodists: the 
hearers arrive cool; by little and little their nerves are agitated by the con- 
vulsive gestures of the oratorical actor; by the sharp cries from the bottom 
of his throat; by the Pictures of hell and damnation with which he makes 
a merit and an art to terrify their imaginations. A nervous woman falls 
ito convulsions; then behold a crowd of others imitate her, and the whole 
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audience is in trepidation. Are not these scenes often seen in different 
parts of the United States, at the preachings on Sunday, especially at the 
close of the day? Consult physicians, and they will tell you that, on 
many occasions, convulsions, even epilepsies, have become contagious to 
delicate persons, such as women and children. But this nervous irritabi- 
lity exists principally in warm countries, where it is favored and promoted 
by the food, generally sour, by the abundance of caloric, and by fasting, 
which is one of the great promoters of visionary manias and extasies. 
These are the different causes of the nervous phenomena which took place 
in the singing and yelling assembly of the prophetic brotherhoods at 
Naioth, and at the hill of the Philistines. 

As to the act of prophesying, it is not the fault of the Hebrew books if 
we form false ideas of it. They say all that is necessary to put them night ; 
they first paint the circumstances, the song, or rather the cries, the naked- 
ness. ‘Then the word which they use to signify prophet aid to prophesy 
is a definition, an explication quite clear; for the word nabia is one derived 
from naba, which signifies to be a fool, to play the fool (to be insane,) to 
cry, to declaim as a poet who sings verses, as a prophet who sings hymns, 
psalms, or oracles. What, howev er, is all this but what was done by the 
Pythia of Delphos; what ‘all the venders of oracles did among the an- 
cients; what is yet done among the mussulmen by the dervises and fakirs 
(brotherhood of foamers ;) and what the ardent fanatics of our bigoted sects 
do yet? So that even all these people were, or seemed to be beside them- 
selves; out of their natural senses. They were considered as seized and 
agitated by the diyine spirit. Certainly, if any thing characterizes popu- 
lar ignorance on one side, and sacerdotal imposture and knavery on the 
other, it is this strange idea; this monstrous opinion of calling those irre- 
gular diseases of human nature the spirit of God; of naming epilepsy a 
divine spirit, a holy disease, as is still] done in all Turkey by mussulmen 
and Christians. 

To be continued. 


SPIRITS AND DEMONS. 
Concluded. 


‘Though the Devil is supposed to be dreadfully fallen, and to be every 
thing that is bad; yet he is still represented as possessing great dignity, 
wonderful accomplishments, and most extraordinary powers. If om- 
nipresence be not ascribed to him, something much like it is. Accord- 
ing to our conceptions, a creature can be in but one place at a time; and 
if the Devil be a creature, he can be in but one place at any given time; 
consequently, whatever power of access he may have to the human mind, 
he can only tempt those at that time who are in that place. If he can 
be in many places, and those far remote from each other, at one time, 
he must be more than a creature; and he is commonly supposed to be 
in all parts of the world, tempting men at all the ends of the earth, at 
one and the same time, and yet to be at that very time m hell. Such ab- 
surd notions go far towards ascribing to him the divine attribute of omni- 
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presence. If omniscience be not ascribed to the Devil, he is supposed ta 
be well acquainted with the hearts of men, to have access to their minds, 
and secretly to instil thoughts into them; to have a knowledge of future 
events, and tobe capable of enabling others to foretel them. If it be said 
some of these mistakes are to be found only among the most illiterate 
Christians, they are still to be found and belong to the system of Devilism. 

“There are persons who suppose, not only that the Devil can himself 
operate contrary to the laws of Nature, but that he can enable witches, 
wizards, and sorcerers to do so too; that by his aid they can perform works 
which, if real, would be miraculous. ‘Those who only suppose that the 
Devil extends a secret personal influence over the minds of men, ascribe 
to him powers inconsistent with the idea of his being a creature aban- 
doned of God. The notion, that, in despite of the Almighty, he hath 
usurped a dominion among his works, hath’ counteracted his designs, de- 
formed the fair face of creation, and maintains an empire in opposition 
to the Supreme Governor of the universe, is irreconcilable with the idea 
of his being a dependant creature and an outcast. 

“The Devil is represented as a fallen, degraded being; cast out of 
heaven and abandoned of God: yet he is described as having increased 
his power, and extended his empire ever since his fall. Before, he was 
only a happy subject; now, he is spoken of as a potent monarch, holding 
extensive dominion. Instead of hearing only of his degradation, his 
abandonment, his shame and wretchedness, we are continually told of 
his power, of the success of his enterprizes, of the multitude of his allies 
and agents; yet still he is said to be the most miserable of all beings. 
Passages of scripture opposite in their meaning are applied to him. 
Sometimes he is said to be in chains, shut up in darkness, reserved as a 
prisoner unto the judgment of the great day. At other times he is repre- 
sented as the person called in scripture the prince of the world, prince of 
the power of the air—God of this world. Though said to be the most 
degraded of beings, he is thus dignified with the title of prince and even of 
God. Though said to be a prisoner in chains, he is still supposed to be 
at large on the earth and in the air, and his being bound is referred to a 
future period. Though the Devil is spoken of as the greatest of crimi- 
nals, the very ringleader of all mischief, the perfection of all evil, yet he is 
supposed to be a kind of public officer, a sort of gaoler in hell, and that 
he will be the future tormenter and executioner of those he hath seduced. 
Who, that attends to the voice of reason, can believe opinions so self 
contradictory and subversive of each other? 

“The popular notion of the power and influence of Satan has pro- 
duced the most odious superstition, and generated a thousand painful and 
foolish apprehensions. Hence has arisen much of the gloom of the hy- 
pochondriac; he imagining himself to be continually beset by this secret 
foe. Hence the wild fancies of the enthusiast, respecting his i imaginary 
combats with the Devil, even, perhaps, when he is striving against the 
convictions of his own mind and resisting the evidence of truth. Hence 
the whole system of witchery, with the painful feelings and evil passions 
produced by its being credited; hence the shocking effects formerly con- 
sequent on its supposed detection; and hence a number of the disgusting 
phrases in the conversation of the uncultivated part of society. Let the 
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Devil be renounced, and these absurdities, which may be regarded as his 
shadow, will soon follow him. 
** Baneful moral ettects are produced by the popular notions concerning 
the Devil, nor can thew mfluence be otherwise than bad. Filled with 
these notions, men call their wicked propensities temptations of Satan; 
their evil thoughts, his suggestions. Ii they act wrong, he must bear the 
blame; he instigated them to it. If they feel bad passions, it is he that 
kindles or stirs them. He must be charged with every evil temper they 
indulge. If they have fallen into anger, the enemy has been busy with 
them. Then, he is such a subtle adversary, and they such poor creatures, 
they cannot be always aware of him. What rational man, who thinks 
soberly, can help seeing that such reasonings teud to immorality; to lead 
men to excuse themselves when they act wrong; to lull their consciences 
and harden their hearts? Indeed, were men continually exposed to the 
secret temptations and influences of so artiul, powerful, and active an ene- 
my, their guilt would be extenuated, and their accountability diminished. 
As men are naturally foud of excusing themselves when they act wrong, 
many seem willing to persuade themselves they should not be so bad as 
they are, if it were not for the Devil. It is no wonder, therefore, that 
they cling to the popular notions concerning him.” 

The immoral tendency of a belief in the Devil, to which this writer has 
but slightly alluded, is confirmed by every day’s observation. ‘Tell a man 
who is about to commit a robbery, that he will go to hell for it, to be tor- 
mented by Satan, and he immediately reflects that hell is a great way off, 
and it is, in some measure, uncertain whether he ever gets there. But 
tell him he will certainly be sent to the state prison, and he instantly be- 
comes alarmed: he perceives that this is a present and serious evil, from 
which he cannot escape. Restraint is the necessary consequence; and 
civil law triumphs over the fears of superstition. People who pretend to 
believe that there are infernal regions, and devils without number, are 
never influenced by these considerations. They talk about the tormenters, 
about hell, and about fire and brimstone with as much unconcern as they 
would do about the man in the moon, and they care as little about the 
one as the other. Superstition may boast as much as she pleases about 
producing an important effect in the regulation of human actions—about 
religion being a necessary restraint on the conduct of man. The fact is 
otherwise ; it restrains nobody; and that for the best of reasons, viz: that 
human actions can never be regulated by considerations extraneous from 
the life and situation of man. It is law, moral sentiment, love of repu- 
tation, and love of happiness that must forever form the basis of human 
virtue and human happiness. 

According to some fanatics, the Devil will one day triumph over Jeho- 
vah himself. They affirm that the number of the Devil’s subjects will 
eventually exceed those of God in the proportion of an hundred to one. 
If this should turn out to be the case, it is an hundred to one if the Devil 
does not get the upper hand, and dethrone his celestial antagonist. They 
had one battle-royal some time ago, and, according to the best accounts, 
the contest for a loug time was doubtful; and in the end but barely termi- 
nated in favor of the present ruler. Who knows, then, how soon we may 
be placed under a different government, and “taste,” as Mahomet says, 
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‘“‘the pain of burning.” But if the opinion of the Christians be true, I 
cannot discover how we are to be the losers by this. ‘They tell us we 
shall burn in hell forever under the just vengeance of an unrelenting God. 
How can we be worse off under the empire and dominion of the Devil? 
Whether we fall into the hands of Jehovah or of Satan, the punishment 
will be equally cruel and interminable. 

If the peaceful and philosophic mind had no better hope than that 
which results from taking its chance under the vindictive power of, and 
resembling the Christian God, or the rancorous malice of his infernal ma- 
jesty, the prospect would be dreary indeed. Genuine philosophy, how- 
ever,. teaches lessons and discloses doctrines of a different kind. It 
teaches man that he ought to reject all supernaturals, and to repress that 
spirit of malignity with which he has been inspired by revealed religion. 
It teaches, that his true interests depend not on the belief of what it is im- 
possible to understand, but on the cultivation of a just, humane disposi- 
tion; that his own happiness is interwoven with that of others; and that 
in proportion as he injures his fellow creatures, in the same proportion the 
evil will one day recoil on himself. 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 


Mr. Editor—I enclose the excommunication from the catholic church, 
pronounced at Philadelphia, by the bishop ————, against the reverend 
Wilham Hogan, which I think the more worthy of notice, as it is a fair 
specimen of the charitable feelings exhibited by Christian priests of all 
denominations towards their offending brethren. I aim not well aware 
of the merits of the controversy between this bishop and priest; but it 
appears that Mr. Hogan had on his side a majority of the congregation 
over which he was pastor. This was demonstrated by a pitched battle 
among the members of the church militant, waged within the church 
and surrounding grave yard, and prosecuted with staves, brickbats, 
stones, &c. The bishop’s party were driven off the ground, and Hogan 
and his adherents sang T’e Deum to.the god of armies. Under this dis- 
comfiture the bishop had no other means left but to consign the priest 
over to the devil, to be dealt with and tormented by his Satanic majesty. 
This he has done in a very superior style, although not quite equal to 
some examples of his predecessors. 

The pious followers of Mr. Hogan could not resist this mode of war- 
fare; and, fearing the same curses might fall upon themselves, they quit 
his ranks. Hogan retired, took a wife, and has settled down an honest 
farmer, determined to risk the awful buffetings of Satan. 

Similar denunciations were made, a few years since, against a worthy 
lady of the city of New York, by the reverend Dr. 8. This lady, not 
having the fear of the church before her eyes, and, as the doctor no doubt 
thought, being moved and instigated by the devil, formed an attachment 
for a heretic, a universalist, whom she married; and, occasionally ac- 
companying him out of civility to his church, became a convert; no 
longer believing in the eternal roasting of ninety-nine out of a hundred 
of mankind, in a fire made of the worst of materials, brimstone. This 
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humane sentiment was too shocking for the pious doctor to hear. He 
cited her betore him. She humbly begged to be dismissed from his 
church in peace, in friendship, and Christian charity. This did not ac- 
eord with the doctor’s ideas of rigid justice which the orthodox church 
demanded. A victim must be offered up; a public example, to deter 
others from like offences, must be made to the insulted dignity of God’s 
elect. Accordingly, he pronounced from the pulpit anathemas against 
her of the same import, although not in the same terms, as those under 
consideration. A. B. 


* By the authority of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
and the undefiled Virgin Mary, mother and patroness of our Saviour, and 
of all celestial virtues, Angels, Archangels, ‘i'hrones, Dominions, Powers, 
Cherubims, and Seraphims ; and of all the Holy Patriarchs, Prophets, and 
of all the Apostles and Evangelists of the Holy Innocents, who, in the 
sight of the Holy Lamb are found worthy to sing the new song of the 
Holy Martyrs and Holy Confessors, and of all the Holy Virgins, and of 
all Saints, together with the Holy Elect of God—may he, William Ho- 
gan, be damned. 

‘*We excommunicate and anathematize him, and from the threshold 
of the Holy Church of God Almighty we sequester him, that he may 
be tormented, disposed, and be delivered over with Athan and Abiram, 
and with those who say unto the Lord, ‘Depart from us, for we desire 
none of thy ways.’ As a fire is quenched with water, so let the light of 
him be put out for evermore, unless it shall repent him, and make satis- 
faction. Amen! 

** May the Father, who created man, curse him! May the Son, who 
suffered for us, curse him! May the Holy Ghost, who suffered for us 
in baptism, curse him! May the Holy Cross which Christ for our sal- 
vation, triumphing over his enemies, ascended, curse him! 

** May the Holy and Eternal Virgin Mary, Mother of God, curse him ! 
May St. Michael, the Advocate of the Holy Souls, curse him! May all 
the angels, principalities, and powers, and all heavenly armies, curse him! 

“ May the praiseworthy multitude of Patriarchs and Prophets curse 
him! 

“* May St. John the Precursor, and St. John the Baptist, and St. Peter, 
and St. Paul, and St. Andrew, and all other of Christ’s Apostles toge- 
ther, curse him! and may the rest of our Disciples and Evangelists, 
who by their preaching converted the universe, and the holy and won- 
deful company of Martyrs and Confessors, who by their holy works are 
found pleasing to God Almighty! May the holy choir of the Holy Vir- 
gins, who for the honor of Christ have despised the things of the world, 
damn him! Mayall the saints, from the beginning of the world to ever- 
lasting ages, w ho are found to be beloved of God, damn him! 

" May he be damned wherever he be, whether in the house or in the 
stable, the garden or the field, or the highway; or in the woods, or in the 
waters, or in the church! May he be cursed in living and in dying! 

** May he be cursed in eating and in drinking, in being hungry, in be- 
ing thirsty, in fasting, in sleeping, in slumbering and in sitting, in 
living, in working, i in resting and blood letting! 























































44 TNE CORRESPONDENT. 


*“‘ May he be cursed in all the faculties of his body! 

“‘ May he be cursed inwardly and outwardly! May he be cursed in 
his brains and in his virtex, in his temples, in his eyebrows, in his 
cheeks, in his jaw bones, in his nostrils, in his teeth and grinders, in his 
lips, in his throat, in his shoulders, in his arms, in his fingers! 

“May he be damned in his mouth, in his breasts, in his heart and 
purtenance, down to the very stomach! 

‘**May he be cursed in his reins and in his groins; in his thighs, in 
his genitals, and in his hips, and his knees, his legs and feet, and toe 
nails ! 

‘* May he be cursed in all his joints, and articulation of the members! 
From the crown of his head to the sole of his feet may there be no 
soundness ! 

‘* May the Son of the living God, with all the glory of his majesty, 
curse him! And may heaven, with all the powers that move therein, 
rise up against him and curse and damn him; unless he repent and 
make satisfaction ! 

. “Amen. Sobe it. Beit so. Amen.” 








NEW YORK, SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 1827. 











LECTURES DELIVERED AT THE FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION, 


On the inconsistencies, absurdities, and contradictions of the Bible. 
By the Secretary. 


LECTURE FIFTH. 


We are now arrived at the examination of that part of the Old Testa- 
ment, in which, we are told, events are related pregnant with the fate of 
the whole human race—in which the vilest reptile, to which the Creator 
is stated to have given a being, is represented as having been possessed of 
power and influence far surpassing that of omnipotence, and which he 
employed successfully in defeating the end of man’s creation, and in 
compelling the Almighty not only to withhold all farther benefits from 
the creatures he had made, but to curse the very ground on which they 
trod, in order to deprive it of its original fruitfulness. And bywhom, or 
rather by what terrific power was it that the Deity, according to theolo- 
gians, was reduced to the dire necessity of involving the universe in this 
dreadful state of misery and woe? On turning to the Ist verse of the 3d 
chapter of Genesis, we shall find that all this mischief was brought about 
by that comparatively insignificant animal called a serpent! ‘ Now,” 
says the writer of this book, “the serpent was more subtil than any beast 
of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the wo- 
man, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely 
die: for God doth know that in the day that ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened; and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”’ 
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Nothing is more common in the empire of the marvellous than the 
stories in which we read of some dragon or serpent possessing an in- 
fluence over the destiny of mortals, until heroic valor or miraculous power 
delivers them from the ravages of these monsters. In these legends, a 
virgin, a young girl, or a woman, is always grouped with the object of 
terror, or malignant principle, and the conqueror. Such is the fiction 
of Apollo, piercing with his arrows the serpent Python, at the entrance of 
the grotto where ‘Themis the virgin proclaimed her oracles ; and of Jason 
on the banks of a river of Colchis, aided by Medea, still a virgin, van- 
quishing the dragon that guarded the golden fleece. 

We also readily recognize in these narratives the figurative expres- 
sion of the astronomical subjects of Perseus, the liberator of Androme- 
da, threatened by a sea monster, and of Orion, the conqueror of the ser- 
pent—themselves the emblems of the triumph of virtue over vice—of the 
good over the evil principle—and, dropping all allegory, of the victory of 
the sun of spring over winter, and of light over darkness. Among the 
Egyptians, a serpent was worshipped under the name of Ob or Aub. 
It was an emblem of the sun; also of time and eternity. By some it 
was esteemed the same as Osiris: by others, the same as Vulcan. The 
symbolical worship of the serpent was, in the first ages, very extensive : 
and was introduced into all the ceremonies, wherever celebrated. 

Although the Jewish law prohibited all applications to, or recognition 
of Ob, or the serpent, we find that a brazen serpent was actually set up 
by the priests, as an object to which the Jews were to look, and thus de- 
rive a cure for the bite of that animal. Among Christians, the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus is regarded as a prototype of the elevation of the brazen 
serpent on a pole. “As long as Christianity struggled obscurely against 
polytheism, its worship would not admit of any thing but simple rites, 
free from all show. But a public worship can scarcely do without some 
visible and observable signs. In a large assembly, words reach the ears 
of a few with difficulty; while sensible objects speak to the eyes of all. 
‘They address one of the most natural and most universal inclinations. 
The multitude are pleased with the magnificence of their religious acts, 
and think that symbols cannot be too much multiplied. 

Such was the case with Christianity when, on the ruins of polythe- 
ism, it publicly established its churches and its religion. Its progress 
was the more rapid, because it was apprehended that ‘the change from a 
religion full of pomp and emblems, to an austere religion such as Chris- 
tianity originally was, might disgust those who were accustomed to see 
and to touch that which they believed and which they adored. Rather 
than imprudently proscribe the objects of a veneration, which it was dif- 
ficult to destroy, the Christian priests adopted them. More than one 
temple was converted into a church; more than one divine name was 
honored as the name of a saint; and a great number of images and le- 
gends passed early into the new worship, alone preserved by the ancient 
respect of the new believers. Hence we perceive the facility with which 
the legend of a celestial being, the conqueror of the serpent, the princi- 
ple of evil, became conformable to the language, to the spirit, and to 
the origin of Christianity. It formed a prominent feature in the cere- 
monies at an early period, and was exhibited in paintings. St. Michael, 
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the chief of the archangels, was represented to the eyes of the faithful 
piercing the infernal dragon, the ancient enemy of the human race. In 
the fifth century during the religious processions in France, and later in 
the west of Europe, the image of a winged serpent was for three days 
exposed to the gaze of the multitude, and its defeat was indicated by the 
ignominious manner in which it was carried about during the last of 
these days. It is difficult not to perceive an intimate connection be- 
tween this legend of the Christians and the allegory which indicates the 
complete triumph of the sun over winter on the return of spring. 

I shall, doubtless, be told that these legends and allegories are dis- 
countenanced by protestants, who now call themselves the pure church, 
and accuse the catholics, although by far the most numerous, of being 
the only party chargeable with introducing the pagan mythology into 
the Christian religion. To this I answer, that the protestants of this as 
well as of every other country are indebted to the catholics alone for 
the books containing the dogmas of their religion. I have already 
shown, that those books were compiled or fabricated at a period long 
subsequent to that in which they are generally supposed to have had 
their origin, and that their doctrines and precepts are a mere adaptation, 
though a very unskilful one, of the doctrines and precepts of the orien- 
tal nations. It follows, therefore, that the story of the serpent told in 
the book of Genesis, and which forms the basis of Christianity, was de- 
rived from the ancient Egyptians, Babylonians, &c., the mythologies of 
whom have a striking resemblance, as we shall perceive in the course of 
these lectures, to the religions of the present day. 


To be continued. 


Institution of Practical Education.—Already the tongue of slander is 
at work to injure this invaluable establishment. The enemies of free in- 
quiry, who always entertain hostile feelings towards every system calcu- 
lated to benefit mankind which does not coincide with their bigoted prin- 
ciples, anticipating a failure in this instance, seemed, at first, to view 
with indifference the efforts making to render the Institution permanent. 
But no sooner was it discovered, that the zeal of its patrons and the 
rapid increase of the pupils were likely to disappoint the hopes of these 
malevolents, than they immediately resolved on trying what effect mis- 
representation would have in retarding its progress. Accordingly, in fur- 
therance of this praiseworthy object, they are now industriously circula- 
ting a report, that direct attacks on all religions, particularly on Chris- 
tianity, is one of the leading features in the system taught at the In- 
stitution. 

The authors of this assertion knew it to be utterly false when they 
audaciously uttered it. If they ever visited the Institution, they must 
have learned from the mouth of the superintendant, and from observa- 
tion, that religion formed no part of the exercises in which the children 
are engaged. This subject is not even so much as named in their hear- 
ing. The course of instruction is confined entirely to objects within their 
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comprehension, and the nature of which they are taught from ocular 
demonstration or frem analogy. Beyond this, they are left to their pa- 
rents or guardians, who, on finding that nothing has been done to bias 
the mind in favor of one sect more than another, have it in their power 
to inculcate their own ideas of religion, and the observance of those cere- 
monies which appear to them the most rational. Unless this course had 
been adopted, it would have been impossible to have rendered the Insti- 
tution generally useful, by avoiding those sectarian distinctions which so 
frequently defeat a correct and liberal education. 

It has been remarked by an intelligent writer, that a stronger objection 
to teaching what is called revealed religion can hardly be offered, than 
the conversations that pass between children and their instructers, when 
the mysteries of this religion are first presented to their notice. Children 
are, in general, predisposed to pay great deference and respect to the in- 
formation and experience of their superiors. If, then, an infant, in the 
innocence and simplicity of its heart, should discover a spirit of inquiry, 
bordering as it were on suspicion, how came it that the advocates of reli- 
gion, instead of giving credit to sentiments which proceed from no sarcas- 
tic disposition, but are uttered in the honest spirit of inquiry, should, as 
is almost uniformly the case, check these effusions of innocence, by frown- 
ingly testifying their displeasure, and denouncing a punishment on their 
repetition? Is this a mode of instruction fitted to produce conviction ? 
Is it by such means that the infant mind is to be impressed with correct 
ideas of Deity? Or does the conduct of either party, in such a scene, 
speak in favor of a religion which is to be thus enforced? The bigot will 
pronounce this an early symptom of the waywardness of our nature, 
which must be checked for the salvation of the little sinner, and the glory 
of its Creator. The philosopher will answer, that it is a sudden effort of 
reason, in its feeblest stages, to stem the torrent which is about to over- 
whelm it. 

In conveying to youth a knowledge of natural history, chemistry, bo- 
tany, astronomy, geography, and other useful branches of science, 
no inquiries of the learner are either feared or discouraged. They 
are, on the contrary, grateful to the teacher, who, besides thereby re- 
laxing the fatigues of his office, becomes better acquainted with the ca- 
pacity, the progress, and the improvement of his scholar. Inquiries are 
not only useful but necessary: they open new channels for information, 
and enable the instructer so to familiarize and explain, that his instruc- 
tions are given and received with increased profit and delight. If it be 
contended that these objections of children arise only from the incapacity 
to comprehend, incident to their years, then it becomes a question, why 
instruction is to be forced on them out of season? Their advancement 
in the science cannot be thereby accelerated; for a divine revelation 
could not, like a mere human invention, require time and laborious in- 
vestigation to display its principles. Is it fair, then, as soon as reason 
begins to dawn, instead of encouraging and promoting its activity, thus 
instantly to put it in irons, and annex ever to an effort to escape the pe-@ 
nalties of treason? Is there so little confidence in the internal purity of 
a divine religion, that its evidence cannot be confided to the unbiassed 
understanding of an adult, but its defenders must be pressed to the ser- 
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vice before its nature is known, and while they possess not the means of 
resistance? The conduct of religious professors is a striking proof of 
their conviction, that if children were left to the unprejudiced exercise of 
their mental powers, all their schemes and creeds would speedily fall 
without opposition. 


Ecce Homo!—This work (complete) is now on sale at the office of 
the Correspondent, corner of Vesey street and Broadway, and the book- 
store corner of Reed and Greenwich streets; price 75 cents, in boards. 
A liberal deduction will be given on quantities purchased for distribution. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 





Christianity, observes a modern writer, may be justly said to form a 
curious and awfully instructive chapter in the history of human nature. 
Professing a religion of meekness, it has shown itself most carnal and 
worldly minded; professing a religion of good will and charity, it 
has armed itself with the sword and firebrand; professing a religion 
spiritual and undefiled, it has cherished the relics of paganism, and be- 
fooled its followers with childish fables and mendacious miracles; and 
professing a religion of purity, its institutions seem as if expressly devised 
to spread a moral taint throughout the whole of society. In all religions 
there have ever been false shepherds and Judases, but in none such a sys- 
tem of sensuality and profligacy as in that of Christ. There may, doubt- 
less, be many amiable and truly virtuous characters to be found even in 
the midst of all this iniquity; among pagans and infidels, and even 
among the sensual followers of Mahomet. The dissolute conduct of 
monks has been a fertile subject for the pen, even of Italian writers, from 
the days of Boccaccio: we might, however, charitably suppose that such 
disgusting laxity of morals had long ago ceased to prevail—but no: as 
the Christian church is essentially the same, both in its doctrines and 
spirit, to this very hour, so are the manners of its priesthood equally im- 
pure. It has lost much of its temporal power; but in bigotry, in abject 
superstition, in revolting hypocrisy—it is still the same. 


a I Ach ee Ane ane tee mere 


i} 


Religion of Mahomet.—The Arabian Lawgiver provides for the ho- 
norable marriage of Jewish and Christian women with Mahometans, but 
prohibits them as concubines. Have either Jews or Christians ever 
thought of making any reciprocal provision? His law of slavery is, “If 
slaves come to you, you shall,”—not imprison and then sell them by 
public sale, though no claimant appears, as, in the 19th century, is the law 
of Christians—but, ‘redeem them; and it is forbidden to you to send 
them forth.” And this was a man standing up in the wilds of Arabia in 
the 7th century! 
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